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§460.6

paragraph (a) of this section. You can
also determine the R-value of the ma-
terial in conjunction with an air space.
You can use one of two methods to do
this:

(1) You can test the system, with its
air space, under ASTM C 236-89 (Re-
approved 1993) or ASTM C 976-90, which
are incorporated by reference in para-
graph (a) of this section. If you do this,
you must follow the rules in paragraph
(a) of this section on temperature,
aging and settled density.

(2) You can add up the tested R-value
of the material and the R-value of the
air space. To get the R-value for the air
space, you must follow the rules in
paragraph (c) of this section.

[44 FR 50242, Aug. 27, 1979, as amended at 55
FR 10055, Mar. 19, 1990; 55 FR 12110, Mar. 30,
1990; 61 FR 13665, Mar. 28, 1996; 63 FR 71587,
Dec. 28, 1998; 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004]

§460.6 “Representative thickness”

testing.

All tests except aluminum foil tests
must be done at a representative thick-
ness for every thickness shown in a
label, fact sheet, ad, or other pro-
motional material. ‘‘Representative
thickness’” means a thickness at which
the R-value per unit will vary no more
than plus or minus 2% with increases
in thickness. However, if the thickness
shown in your label, fact sheet, ad, or
promotional material is less than the
representative thickness, then you can
test the insulation at the thickness
shown.

§460.7 Which test version to use.

Use the version of the ASTM test
method that was in effect when this
regulation was promulgated. If ASTM
changes a test method, the new version
will automatically replace the old one
in these rules 90 days after ASTM first
publishes the change. However, the
Commission’s staff or a person affected
by the change can petition the Com-
mission during the 90-day period not to
adopt the change or to reopen the pro-
ceeding to consider it further.

§460.8 R-value tolerances.

If you are an industry member, the
R-value of any insulation you sell can-
not be more than 10% below the R-
value shown in a label, fact sheet, ad,
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or other promotional material for that
insulation. However, if you are not a
manufacturer, you can rely on the R-
value data given to you by the manu-
facturer, unless you know or should
know that the data is false or not
based on the proper tests.

§460.9 What test records you must
keep.

Manufacturers and testing labs must
keep records of each item of informa-
tion in the ‘“‘Report” section of the
ASTM test method that is used for a
test. They must also keep the following
records:

(a) The name and address of the test-
ing lab that did each test.

(b) The date of each test.

(c) For manufacturers, the date each
test report was received from a lab. For
labs, the date each test report was sent
to a manufacturer.

(d) For extruded polystyrene, poly-
urethane, and polyisocyanurate, the
age (in days) of the specimen that was
tested.

(e) For aluminum foil, the emissivity
level that was found in the test.

Manufacturers who own their own test-
ing labs need not keep records of the
information in paragraph (c) of this
section.

Keep these records for at least three
years. If the documents show proof for
your claims, the three years will begin
again each time you make the claim.
Federal Trade Commission staff mem-
bers can check these records at any
time, but they must give you reason-
able notice first.

§460.10 How statements must be
made.

All statements called for by this reg-
ulation must be made clearly and con-
spicuously. Among other things, you
must follow the Commission’s enforce-
ment policy statement for clear and
conspicuous disclosures in foreign lan-
guage advertising and sales materials,
16 CFR 14.9.

[61 FR 13666, Mar. 28, 1996]

§460.11 Rounding off R-values.
R-values shown in labels, fact sheets,

ads, or other promotional materials

must be rounded to the nearest tenth.
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